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Section 4.1:
Budget 2026-27 Consolidated Result
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MovementMovementEstimated QBR3OriginalConsolidated
to theto theBudgetProjectsBudgetProposedApproved

Original BudgetOriginal BudgetTotalProjectsBudgetBudget

%$2026/272026/272026/272025/262025/26
Income 

6%568,982 9,624,486 -9,624,486 9,056,799 9,055,504 Rates and annual charges

-7%-742,3719,958,918 -9,958,918 9,015,814 10,701,289 User charges and fees

-6%-73,5871,109,912 -1,109,912 1,416,397 1,183,499 Other revenues

6%661,737 11,080,341 82,500 10,997,841 
9,136,726 

10,418,604 Grants and contributions provided for operating purposes

-7%-77,0811,010,918 -1,010,918 1,087,999 1,087,999 Interest and investment income

-6%-10,517160,091 -160,091 176,998 170,608 Other income

50%50,000 150,000 -150,000 100,000 100,000 Net gain from the disposal of assets

1%377,163 33,094,666 82,500 33,012,166 29,990,733 32,717,503 Total income 

Expenses

-1%-137,64912,879,238 -12,879,238 12,851,285 13,016,887 Employee benefits and on-costs

0%42,073 10,857,977 422,500 10,435,477 11,923,102 10,815,904 Materials and services

-13%-2,45916,585 -16,585 20,044 19,044 Borrowing costs

0%5,438 1,113,143 -1,113,143 1,118,295 1,107,705 Other expenses

6%461,507 8,204,348 -8,204,348 8,167,090 7,742,841 

Depreciation, amortisation and impairment of non-financial assets

1%368,910 33,071,291 422,500 32,648,791 34,079,816 32,702,381 Total expenses

55%8,253 23,375 -340,000363,375 -4,089,08315,122 Operating result 

Add Back

6%461,507 8,204,348 -8,204,348 8,167,090 7,742,841 

Depreciation, amortisation and impairment of non-financial assets

6%469,760 8,227,723 -340,0008,567,723 4,078,007 7,757,963 Amount Available for Non Operating Items

-4,102,51426,419,908 26,419,908 -28,693,415 30,522,422 Capital Income

Capital Expenditure

-13%-1,307,2758,935,547 8,935,547 -7,924,469 10,242,822 Capital Renewal

-13%-3,802,54625,991,336 25,991,336 -24,996,436 29,793,882 Capital New/Upgrade

-13%-5,109,82134,926,883 34,926,883 -32,920,905 40,036,704 Total Capital Expenditure

5%2,808 54,135 -54,135 51,327 51,327 Borrowings

-82%1,474,259 -333,387-8,846,9758,513,588 -200,810-1,807,646Increase/(decrease) in total funds



Budget 2026-27 General Fund
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MovementMovementEstimated QBR3OriginalGeneral
to theto theBudgetProjectsBudgetProposedApproved

Original BudgetOriginal BudgetTotalProjectsBudgetBudget

%$2026/272026/272026/272025/262025/26

Income 

6%404,857 7,339,690 -7,339,690 6,937,802 6,934,833 Rates and annual charges

-11%-1,032,4978,269,028 -8,269,028 7,586,150 9,301,525 User charges and fees

-7%-82,2371,078,957 -1,078,957 1,386,892 1,161,194 Other revenues

6%602,602 10,822,495 60,000 10,762,495 9,010,788 10,219,893 Grants and contributions provided for operating purposes

-8%-71,503808,734 -808,734 880,237 880,237 
Interest and investment income

-6%-10,517160,091 -160,091 176,998 170,608 Other income

50%50,000 150,000 -150,000 100,000 100,000 Net gain from the disposal of assets

-0%-139,29528,628,995 60,000 28,568,995 26,078,867 28,768,290 
Total income 

Expenses

-0%-16,47212,056,775 -12,056,775 12,387,220 12,073,247 Employee benefits and on-costs

-3%-267,6709,228,333 400,000 8,828,333 9,452,480 9,496,003 Materials and services

-13%-2,45916,585 -16,585 20,044 19,044 Borrowing costs

7%66,828 976,743 -976,743 857,505 909,915 Other expenses

5%376,936 7,247,952 -7,247,952 7,195,286 6,871,016 

Depreciation, amortisation and impairment of non-financial assets

1%157,162 29,526,388 400,000 29,126,388 29,912,535 29,369,225 
Total expenses

49%-296,457-897,392-340,000-557,392-3,833,668-600,935
Operating result 

Add Back

5%376,936 7,247,952 -7,247,952 7,195,286 6,871,016 

Depreciation, amortisation and impairment of non-financial assets

1%80,479 6,350,560 -340,0006,690,560 3,361,618 6,270,081 Amount Available for Non Operating Items

-9%-2,704,32226,419,908 26,419,908 -26,768,068 29,124,230 Capital Income

Capital Expenditure

-29%-2,406,6165,900,547 5,900,547 -5,686,098 8,307,163 Capital Renewal

-13%-3,873,95525,791,336 25,791,336 -24,853,978 29,665,291 Capital New/Upgrade

-17%-6,280,57131,691,883 31,691,883 -30,540,076 37,972,454 
Total Capital Expenditure

5%2,808 54,135 -54,135 51,327 51,327 Borrowings

-139%3,653,920 1,024,450 -5,611,9756,636,425 -461,717-2,629,470
Increase/(decrease) in total funds



Budget 2026-27 Water Fund
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MovementMovementEstimated QBR3OriginalWater
to theto theBudgetProjectsBudgetProposedApproved

Original BudgetOriginal BudgetTotalProjectsBudgetBudget

%$2026/272026/272026/272025/262025/26

Income 

10%100,816 1,129,907 -1,129,907 1,026,892 1,029,091 Rates and annual charges

29%321,412 1,414,260 -1,414,260 1,124,248 1,092,848 User charges and fees

96%8,150 16,600 -16,600 14,650 8,450 Other revenues

31%59,130 248,006 22,500 225,506 116,101 188,876 Grants and contributions provided for operating purposes

-3%-2,789101,092 -101,092 103,881 103,881 Interest and investment income

0%------Other income

0%------Net gain from the disposal of assets

20%486,719 2,909,865 22,500 2,887,365 2,385,772 2,423,146 Total income 

Expenses

-11%-64,658520,272 -520,272 453,977 584,930 Employee benefits and on-costs

25%261,157 1,304,984 22,500 1,282,484 1,877,639 1,043,828 Materials and services

0%------Borrowing costs

0%-42,16066,200 -66,200 133,360 108,360 Other expenses

9%44,102 515,467 -515,467 522,178 471,365 

Depreciation, amortisation and impairment of non-financial assets

9%198,441 2,406,924 22,500 2,384,424 2,987,154 2,208,482 Total expenses

134%288,278 502,941 -502,941 -601,382214,664 Operating result 

Add Back

9%44,102 515,467 -515,467 522,178 471,365 

Depreciation, amortisation and impairment of non-financial assets

48%332,380 1,018,408 -1,018,408 -79,204686,029 Amount Available for Non Operating Items

-100%-981,586---1,613,974 981,586 Capital Income

Capital Expenditure

62%700,572 1,835,000 1,835,000 -1,528,328 1,134,428 Capital Renewal

62%38,178 100,000 100,000 -83,288 61,822 Capital New/Upgrade

62%738,750 1,935,000 1,935,000 -1,611,616 1,196,250 Total Capital Expenditure

0%------Borrowings

-294%-1,387,956-916,592-1,935,0001,018,408 -76,846471,365 Increase/(decrease) in total funds



Budget 2026-27 Sewerage Fund
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MovementMovementEstimated QBR3OriginalSewerage
to theto theBudgetProjectsBudgetProposedApproved

Original BudgetOriginal BudgetTotalProjectsBudgetBudget

%$2026/272026/272026/272025/262025/26

Income 

6%63,309 1,154,889 -1,154,889 1,092,105 1,091,580 Rates and annual charges

-10%-31,286275,630 -275,630 305,416 306,916 User charges and fees

4%500 14,355 -14,355 14,855 13,855 Other revenues

0%5 9,840 -9,840 9,837 9,835 Grants and contributions provided for operating purposes

-3%-2,789101,092 -101,092 103,881 103,881 Interest and investment income

0%------Other income

0%------Net gain from the disposal of assets

2%29,739 1,555,806 -1,555,806 1,526,094 1,526,067 Total income 

Expenses

-16%-56,519302,191 -302,191 10,088 358,710 Employee benefits and on-costs

18%48,586 324,660 324,660 592,983 276,073 Materials and services

0%------Borrowing costs

0%-19,23070,200 -70,200 127,430 89,430 Other expenses

10%40,469 440,929 -440,929 449,626 400,460 

Depreciation, amortisation and impairment of non-financial assets

1%13,306 1,137,979 -1,137,979 1,180,127 1,124,673 Total expenses

4%16,433 417,826 -417,826 345,967 401,394 Operating result 

Add Back

10%40,469 440,929 -440,929 449,626 400,460 

Depreciation, amortisation and impairment of non-financial assets

7%56,902 858,755 -858,755 795,593 801,854 Amount Available for Non Operating Items

-100%-416,606---311,373 416,606 Capital Income

Capital Expenditure

50%398,769 1,200,000 1,200,000 -710,043 801,231 Capital Renewal

50%33,231 100,000 100,000 -59,170 66,769 Capital New/Upgrade

50%432,000 1,300,000 1,300,000 -769,213 868,000 Total Capital Expenditure

0%------Borrowings

-226%-791,704-441,245-1,300,000858,755 337,753 350,460 Increase/(decrease) in total funds
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Budget 2026-27 Reserve Movements
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Transfer to Transfer from Transfer to Transfer from Transfer to Transfer from
1/07/2026 2026/27 2026/27 2026/27 2026/27 2026/27 2026/27 30/06/2027

Forecasted BR3 Draft Budget Draft Budget Draft Budget Draft Budget Draft Budget Draft Budget Draft Budget 
INTERNALLY RESTRICTED
Building and Premises 435,218.00 - (75,000.00) - - - (75,000.00) 360,218.00
General - - - - - - - -
Community 140,808.07 - - - - - - 140,808.07
Corporate 1,615,247.00 - - - - - - 1,615,247.00
Housing 100,255.00 - - - - - - 100,255.00
Transport 2,986,837.00 - - - - - - 2,986,837.00
Recreation 75,674.00 - - - - - - 75,674.00
Governance 785,000.00 - - - - - - 785,000.00
Mines 1,232,399.00 - (500,000.00) - - - (500,000.00) 732,399.00
Public 43,124.00 - - - - - - 43,124.00
Waste - - - - - - - -

Total Internally Restricted 7,414,562.07 - (575,000.00) - - 6,839,562.07

EXTERNALLY RESTRICTED
Water Supplies 3,500,561.76 - (1,935,000.00) 1,018,408.28 - 1,018,408.28 (1,935,000.00) 2,583,970.04
Sewerage Services 4,815,717.94 - (1,300,000.00) 858,755.31 - 858,755.31 (1,300,000.00) 4,374,473.25
Unused Loans - - - - - - - -
Unexpended Specific Purpose Grants 7,294,000.00 - - - - - - 7,294,000.00
Domestic Waste Management 145,409.00 - - 159,886.68 - 159,886.68 - 305,295.68

Total Externally Restricted 15,755,688.70 - (3,235,000.00) 2,037,050.28 - 2,037,050.28 (3,235,000.00) 14,557,738.98

23,170,250.77 - (3,810,000.00) 2,037,050.28 - 2,037,050.28 (3,235,000.00) 21,397,301.05

Closing 
Reserve/Fund Name

Projects Recurrent Operations Total
Opening
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Section 4.2: Financial Information

4.2.1 Revenue Policy (Section 405)

19Operational Plan 2026-2027

The Independent Pricing and Regulatory Tribunal (IPART) has determined
that Council’s general income may be increased by the rate peg, which is
3.5% for the 2026-27 year. The rate peg is only applicable to Ordinary
Rates and does not apply to Annual Charges, with the exception of the
Drainage Service Charge, which is part of Council’s general income.

The Revenue Policy includes the following statements for the 2026-27 year:

1. Statement of Budgeted Income and Expenses

2. Rates Statement

3. Annual Charges Statement and Charges for Actual Use of Services
Statement

4. Pensioner Concession Rates Rebate

5. Fees and Charges Statement

6. Statement of Proposed Borrowings 

7. Interest on Overdue Rates & Charges 

19



4.2.1 Statement of Budgeted Income and Expenses for 2026-27 

20Operational Plan 2026-2027 20



4.2.3 RATES STATEMENT

21Operational Plan 2026-2027

Section 405 of the Local Government Act 1993 requires a Statement of 
Council’s Revenue Policy to be included in the Operational Plan. This 
document constitutes the Coonamble Shire Council Revenue Policy and 
is prepared in accordance with Section 405 of the Local Government Act 
1993.

IPART has determined that Council’s general income may be increased 
by the rate peg, which is 3.5% for the 2026-27 year.

Section 494 of the Local Government Act 1993 requires Council to make 
and levy ordinary rates for the year 2026-27.

All figures are based on valuations on hand in November 2025. Council, 
in levying the 2026-27 rates must take necessary steps to avoid 
exceeding the allowable notional yield for 2026-27. 

The ad-valorem amounts contained within this document may be varied 
slightly prior to the Making of the Rates and Charges for 2026-27, 
depending on the current land valuations at the adoption of the rates, to 
ensure Council does not exceed its allowable notional yield.

21
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2026-272025-26

Increase 
Amount %

Increase 
Rate %

Estimated 
Yield ($)Cents in $Min.$Estimated 

Yield ($)Cents in $Min.$Ordinary 
Category

3.509-12.000646,6481.36444590635,8311.5505570Ordinary -
Coonamble 

3.509-12.000107,3800.95744590103,1701.088570Ordinary –
Gulargambone

3.571-12.00071,3401.2117658069,4401.377560Ordinary -
Village

3.297-17.7984,686,3040.206084704,554,4070.2507455Farmland

3.390-7.000190,9920.72596610174,0640.7806590Small Rural 
Holdings

3.571-6.00092,6500.5959658087,4450.634560Rural 
Residential

3.226-15.000239,4251.80625640225,9452.06620Business

6,034,7395,850,302Total Ordinary

2026-27Previous YearsIncreases in Minimums 

% minTotal 
Assess

No of 
Assess on 

Min

Changes 
($)2026-272025-262024-25

78%1,02679820590570545Ordinary  - Coonamble
100%18218220590570545Ordinary - Gulargambone

100%12312320580560535Village Ordinary

9%8067415470455435Farmland

24%922220610590565Small Rural Holdings

50%1226120580560535Rural Residential

52%21211020640620590Business
2,5631,370Total
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4.2.4 ANNUAL CHARGES STATEMENT AND CHARGES FOR ACTUAL USE OF SERVICES 
STATEMENT (SECTION 405)

(a) DOMESTIC WASTE MANAGEMENT SERVICE CHARGE (SECTION 496)
Domestic Waste Management
Charges are determined in
accordance with the Reasonable
Cost Guidelines issued under
Section 504(3) of the Local
Government Act 1993 (NSW). These
guidelines require that income from
domestic waste management
charges not exceed the reasonable
cost of providing the service.
Accordingly, Council applies a strict
cost-recovery approach to waste
services.

Revenue raised from these charges
cannot be used to generate a surplus
for other purposes, and ordinary rate
income must not subsidise domestic
waste services, except where
permitted through internal loan
arrangements that are repayable.

Compliance with these requirements
is subject to an independent audit.
Council provides a standard
Domestic Waste Management
Service to residential properties,
which generally consists of one bin
collected weekly. Variations to the
standard service may apply in
specific circumstances, including
arrangements for certain commercial
or non-residential properties. Where
a bi-weekly service applies, it is
defined as one bin collected twice
weekly. This is only an option for
Coonamble Commercial ratepayers.

Additional domestic waste services
may be requested by residents,
including extra bins or increased
service levels. Such services are
provided on a user-pays basis and
are charged in accordance with the
Council’s adopted Fees and Charges
Schedule.

2026-27 Domestic Waste Management 
Charge (per service)

Particulars 
2025-26 

Charge $ 
2026-27 

Charge $ 
Estimated 

Yield $ 
No of 

Services
Coonamble   550 660 706,860 1,071 
Coonamble – additional service 310 370 41,070 111 
Gulargambone 550 660 117,480 178 
Gulargambone – additional service 310 370 6,290 17 
Quambone 550 660 30,360 46 
Quambone – additional service 310 370 740 2 
Coonamble/Vacant Land 110 130 13,000 100 
Gulargambone/ Vacant Land 110 130 3,380 26 
Quambone/Vacant Land 110 130 4,290 33 
Coonamble Commercial 550 660 109,560 166 
Gulargambone Commercial 550 660 17,160 26 
Quambone Commercial 550 660 3,960 6 
Rural Waste Management Charge 45 50 40,100 802 
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(b) OTHER WASTE MANAGEMENT CHARGES (SECTION 501)
2026-27 Commercial Waste Management Charge (Per Service)

Commercial Waste Management 
Charge (Per Service)

2025-26 2026-27
Increase

$

Coonamble $550 service $660 service 110

Coonamble – (Biweekly Service) $860 service $1,030 service 170

Gulargambone $550 service $660 service 110

Quambone $550 service $660 service 110
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(c) WATER SUPPLY SERVICE ACCESS CHARGE and (d) SEWERAGE SERVICE CHARGE
Coonamble Shire Council adopts best practice water pricing principles in accordance
with the NSW Government’s Regulatory and Assurance Framework for Local Water
Utilities to ensure the long-term financial sustainability, efficiency and equity of its water
supply and sewerage services.

Council sets water supply and sewerage charges to achieve full cost recovery of the
efficient cost of service provision, including operating, maintenance, administrative and
capital costs. Pricing is set at no less than the lower bound cost of service delivery and
does not exceed the upper bound of efficient costs.

Water and sewerage pricing is cost-reflective, fair and equitable, and structured to
promote the efficient and sustainable use of water services. Council applies a two-part
tariff structure, comprising a fixed service availability charge and a usage-based charge.
Usage charges are set based on the marginal cost of supply to encourage efficient
consumption, while fixed charges recover the residual revenue requirement.

Council ensures that separate revenue requirements are established for water supply
and sewerage services, and that each service is financially self-sustaining. Pricing
decisions are based on sound demand forecasts, efficient cost estimates, and long-term
strategic planning.

Council maintains price stability and affordability by adopting multi-year pricing paths and
considering the impact of pricing on customers, including vulnerable groups. Where
necessary, price increases will be phased in over time and supported by appropriate
hardship and concession policies.

In accordance with legislative requirements, Council is ring-fencing water supply and
sewerage operations from its general-purpose activities. Revenue generated from water
and sewerage charges will be used solely for the provision of those services, and
financial reporting clearly separates these functions.

Coonamble Shire Council commits to transparent and accountable pricing practices,
ensuring that pricing methodologies are evidence-based, clearly documented, and
subject to appropriate review and audit processes.
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2026-27 Water Access Charges 2026-27 Water User Charges

A minimum charge, being the amount equivalent to a 20mm water service charge,
will apply to each parcel of rateable land which does not have a water service
connected but to which a water service is available in accordance with the provision
of Section 552 (1) (b) of the Local Government Act 1993.

 2025-26 2026-27 

Town/Village Usage 
Charge 
– 1st Tier 

($/kl) 

2nd Tier 
Pricing 

Limit 
(kl) 

Usage 
Charge 
2nd  Tier 

($/kl) 

Est. Yield 
($) 

Usage 
Charge 
– 1st Tier 

($/kl) 

2nd Tier 
Pricing 

Limit 
(kl) 

Usage 
Charge 
2nd  Tier 

($/kl) 

Est Yield 
($) 

Coonamble $1.70 450 $2.60 1,032,490 $1.90 450 $2.90 1,317,630

Gulargambone $1.30 450 $2.00 90,730 $1.40 450 $2.20 125,810

Quambone $1.60 430 $2.60 20,560 $1.70 430 $2.80 34,810
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2026-27 Residential Sewer Charges 2026-27 Non-Residential Sewer Charges
The annual sewerage service charge to apply to all residential multiple 
residence properties where individual separate occupancies are situated 
on a single parcel of land (includes non-strata flats, units, villas and 
dwellings within retirement villages) will be the number of occupancies x 
the residential single dwelling annual charge x .75.

The sewer charge for non-residential customers is not less than that of 
residential customers – a minimum charge of $940 for Coonamble and 
Gulargambone. Non-residential services are also subject to a sewer discharge 
factor (usage charge) related to water consumption.

The treatment charge per kilolitre is 410 cents for both Coonamble and 
Gulargambone.
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4.2.5 PENSIONER CONCESSION RATES REBATE
Coonamble Shire Council provides a Pensioner Concession Rates Rebate to 
eligible ratepayers in accordance with relevant legislation. This rebate is 
intended to assist pensioners and qualifying concession card holders with the 
cost of municipal rates and associated service charges.

Eligible applicants may receive a rebate of up to $250 per annum on ordinary 
rates and domestic waste management charges. In addition, where 
applicable, a rebate of up to $87.50 per annum may be applied to annual 
water charges and $87.50 per annum to annual sewerage charges, where 
such services are provided by Council.

To qualify for the rebate, applicants must hold a valid Pensioner Concession 
Card issued by Services Australia or an eligible Department of Veterans’ 
Affairs Gold Card (endorsed as Totally Permanently Incapacitated (TPI) or 
Extreme Disablement Adjustment (EDA)). War widows, widowers, or wholly 
dependent partners who meet eligibility requirements may also qualify.

The rebate is only applicable to the property that is the applicant’s sole or 
principal place of residence, and it must be occupied by the eligible 
pensioner. Ratepayers are not entitled to claim the rebate on multiple 
properties within the same period.

Where a property is jointly owned, each eligible owner must submit an 
individual application to receive the full entitlement. Failure to do so may result 
in a proportional or partial rebate being applied.

Applicants are required to provide consent for the Council to verify their 
eligibility with Services Australia or the Department of Veterans’ Affairs. 
Eligibility may be reviewed periodically to ensure continued compliance.

Coonamble Shire Council reserves the right to refuse or revoke a rebate 
where eligibility criteria are not met or where false or misleading information 
has been provided.
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4.2.6 FEES AND CHARGES STATEMENT (SECTION 405)
Coonamble Shire Council has resolved to apply fees and user charges for the
services it provides, in accordance with the Local Government Act. It is authorised
to charge and recover approved fees for a wide range of services, including service
delivery, provision of information, regulatory functions (such as approvals and
inspections), and access to facilities.

When determining fees, Council must consider key factors such as:

 the cost of providing the service
 any recommended or benchmark pricing from relevant authorities 
 the importance of the service to the community
 any legislative requirements or regulations

The detailed schedule of fees and charges for the 2026 - 27 financial year is
included in the Revenue Policy document attached to the budget report. This
document also outlines the purpose and pricing basis for each fee or charge.

4.2.7 Statement of Borrowings
Council borrows funds to provide infrastructure and community assets which are
not able to be funded out of normal revenue sources.
The loans are based on periods which represent the economic life of the facility
or asset or a reasonable fixed term, whichever is the lesser.

Loans are raised by the Council from banks or other recognised financial 
institutions and secured by a mortgage deed over the revenue of the Council. 

Loan Purpose
Principal
O/Stand

30/06/2026

Principal
O/Stand

30/06/2027

Principal
Repaid 
2026-27

Interest
Payable 
2026-27

General Fund
Infrastructure (Fixed) $353,239 $299,104 $54,135 $15,585

Sewerage Fund
Nil - - - -

Water Fund
Nil - - - -

$353,239 $299,104 $54,135 $15,585
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4.2.8 Interest on Overdue Rates and Charge

2026-27 Maximum Rate of Interest Payable on Overdue Rates and Charges

In accordance with section 566(3) of the Local Government Act 1993, the maximum rate of interest payable on overdue rates and charges for the period 1 July 
2026 to 30 June 2027 (inclusive) is to be 9.50% per annum.


